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Good-Naturcd Man ; .said, it was the bent comedy I hat had appeared since The Provoked Husband", and that thru* had not been of late any such character exhibited on the stage as that of Croaker. I observed it was the Suspirius ttf his Rambler. He said, Goldsmith had owned he had borrowed it from thence3. ' Sir, (continued he,) there is all the differ-cnce in the world between characters of nature and characters of manners; and there i.s the difference between the characters of Fielding and those of Richardson. Characters of manners are very entertaining; but they are to be under stood, by a more superficial observer, than characters of nature, where a man must dive into the recesses of the human heart.'
It always appeared to me that he estimated the compositions of Richardson too highly, and that he had an unreasonable prejudice against Fielding". In comparing iho-.i* tun writers, he used this expression: 'that there was a-, great a difference between them as between a man wlu> knew ium a watch was made, and a man who could tell the limit' by hud, ing on the dial-plate4.' This was a short and ligm'ative slate «i
Covent Garden. 'It was the town i;ilk,' says Mr. l-'ur-.tr-r •/./>•• <•/ Goldsmith, ii. 93),' some works before either perforwaiife tuuk pf.u >-. that tlu: two comedies were to he pitied against each other.' /W;V Delicacy had a great success. Ten thousand eiipies nf ii wrrr N»»Ui before the season closed. (//>. p. </O ' (Jarriek's prologue in /•',*/>«• Delicacy,1 writes Murphy (I.iff of oWvvivf', ji, ,%S-;i,' promised a itinr.d and sentimental comedy, and with an air of pleasantry failed K »i -,rj mon in live acts. The critics considered it in the same li^ltt. hut the general voice wus in favour of the play during u run of ue.u twrntv nights. Foote, at last, by a little piere c-ulled /'/»•/»'/// /',///<-//», txuii^lii tluit species of composition into disrepute." It in r'ecurded in f*»tm-son's li'forfa (1787), xi. 201. that when some one asked JuhtiHun whether they should introduce Hugh Kelly to hint,' No, Sir.' huys he, • 1 never desire to converse with a man wlxo hus written inure than he luw rnul," Sec ^osi, beginning of 1777.
1 The Provoked Hmbantf, or A Jwrn<y /« /.tvitfati,l)y Vanbru^ti arid Colley Gibber.    It was brought out in 17.7 K.    See/,»»/, June j, r/H,.j,
a See ante, \. 247.
s Sec/<M/, April 6,1772, uml April 12,1770.
4 Richardson, writing on Dec. 7, 1756, to Miss Fielding, about her
hi-at his lodgings in Half-Moon Street, Piccadilly.' Ib. March 24,1768. Prior's Goldsmith, i. 449.
